2" Place Essay

Daniel Perez

Laws of Life

Life 's but a land of opportunities, defined not by your actions, but by your
choices It is nportant to say that persanaliy | have sxperienced several
situglions which have guided me ko guestion my cwn achons, thoughts, and
i@oiings, but have felt relieved to kaow | made the correct answer becauss |
found it within me. | come across the feeling of life being 8 cartzin philosophical
raca through time. where you can discover knowledge that should ennich your
soLl. Wou face obstaclas which challengea this journey, but they merely depend on
YOL 10 cvarsome them.

It is comforting te ¥new that | devetep & choiss in life guided by intuaition,
knowledge, and joy. Dy what Dwart. | think that 8 paimary lsw in any person's life
is to know yourself, becauss thiz factar will i8ad you o your most probahie and
likely action and cutcome. Betore you can understand the world and interact with
the peopis in it you must be able to know your world, your being, your most
intimate ana true s2if As Descares most famous and mbriguing quote poinks
out: F ek, thersfore, | esist” You cannot passioly be abls o exst in the
surreunding universe if yvou canrat think about youraslf.

If you start {0 analyze what you really arg, you will find that you are 3
censtitukion of moral values, beliefs and ideals. | find & very important to know
your strengths in thasze matters. Lot most importantly, 10 Know your weaknessas.
A persar: wihio Fas practiced respect all his life has accomplished sormething
cutstanding, bul one who has faced envy and desire, and has learred to diminish
it and has developed tolerance and generasity has found 8 true meaning @ his or
her e, It is Gucial to understand this principle, because i constitutes the basic
maaning of life for ma, which is not fo gain material banafits, but t2 anrch the
soul, and o purify tat part which lasts with us forever. 1 think it is infnitaly
resvarding ko be abls o answer at the end of the voyage. i What oid you do in
your lifa?” with a clear, undoubting responge: 1 learned o wlerate, to respect, |
e love.

| ponder on e ides thal people aften tend to dciatrize a certan belief so
strongly that thay are willing to discriminate &) athar thouwghis and d-aams.
Pearschnafly, this seems a bt naive; life cam't be that simple. Life i a complex
mixture of variaoles, and you cannat make your way through it solely focusing o
one. Thers s no Back or white, only reation. s essential that we do not
choase gur way through life, but that create i One does not die when Ris bady
stops functianing, bl rather ceases (o exist when he 15 wrrakle o be asicunNoea
by the glories and miracles Ife Restows on you, when you San gnorantly
doscribe yourself as bored. There s so much ouL (Ners you can accomelish and
discovar; it depands ondy on you tnaly believing it possikie to bacome real,

To compare life o somsathing would Be truly inascurate, for no anaiogy or
wird colld describe what it truly is: Fe is W, thars it. You are the only writer of
wour book, and  you master fhe knawledga within you, no reader will be able t
firnd the words danger, obslacle or failure in yvour work of art.
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Lile i5 . very important g that moat be piven the nghl importanes o floa camreccly
through it and got to e something fmportant i your il With belng somathing
imaertant in life | refer to overcome alb (he obstocles and schisve vour personal pouis.

T become o successfol person in Lifz wou wwst fOllow « code ot Jaw o goide you
throwgh your path. This can 21z be called he morals that yor have. Seme of the things
wou b to by able womake w bacome a suzeessfl person, well ot least for me ane the
follwing:

Be responsible; Brspomsihilicy is @ very iupomaar value when wlking aboul
Lhis. IT wuu ave 0o respomsible you can'toaeapge 10 adjuse your shor b guals,
neither vour long lemn ones. Une thing thal happened to me imvobing
responsibility waa, winaing the scholacship becauss iCT wasn't responsihe thal
cutld have heen impossle e aclhieve 5o 1 consider myselt tesponsible thanks
o that.

. R oprmistie: | you aren't oplimissic you won't be able o achicve anything in

Kte. You need 1 see The goad things In Life o be able th surpess the obsiles
sfficiently. T cansider myachf oplimistic, T am a happy person that fkes to [augh
aboul iy problems.

Be perseverant: You won'l get anything casy in liky, zood things have w hugh
cast, Work i whet you peed 10 9o to gat whist yeu want. 2 you teeeive & 0 far
Al answer try wguin unil yor ackieve il ur by in wsother place bul never gIve up-
Yon should never give g, that is ome Lhing Lave Ieamel, by miving up 20U jost
retise w keep teying and you will cepre e “What 1187, hecause it s berer fo
try amd Loae than to ask waurach] what conld have happened.

Always ask vourself For more: Reing & conformist s 4 bad way m Hve Life. you

Just aet wliaz they give you with #e eed to shaw what you san reelly du or what

vou really deserve. The bip idols in history weren't confornist, they wers L
uppusile, They wers always loking fOr new ways L ke 3itE boter o1 B Teach
equality, Being taughl of the Jife of Nl these peeple s made in me o deep
‘mpression ) his peodte even tisked their lifks 1o achievs a commun woal Lisc
liherty, anti swar mavements, nbelishimant of segregation. efe... this rols models
are he wuye T weuld liks to compate my fife with theics and e if T had made
anything important o this wurld io whick wae live i

Always tey tg be an cxample: Modem role models aw searce puw 4 Jays,
curren peprations ure lacking of guidunce falfing imea despeation, dnuss el
many bad things. You should he an example today, be some kind of hero tad
help solve modemn puwsblema by just giving veur saample. By gvimg your
example ¥ou cun change the world, if you shange lour people, and thase peaple
othee four und this continualby. viluca and gaod things will he answired along
aneiety muldng this, a hotter place o live.

Treasore vour [rends and fapily: Your family and fricnds am: swwes of (he
best things in Tilk. They teach yu almost cveryihing wou knes el vou to them.
Their wnfiusnce imo me and you is preat, 30 whal will happen 1f you Jonse it
suppor, that would e bad right? Su wou should tahe advantage [rom hese
precions freasures 1o eageh yuor life and prich theics 16 my family or ay
friends hadn’t supported e, ¥ wouldn't be here, I this high school, right now,
they are the guide it thal helps Te linger oo toagh this Kl
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The Laws af Life

Therg's & time in & men's life when onc wonders about his creation and now
cvery singla declsion he has taken has lead him to be the person ha 1S 1oday. During all
these thaughts orwa seas those moments that seem impossible to overcome and how
ather people in similar siuations have baan able 10 overcome those obstadss. It s in
Lhal murnent that it hits you; you now know the laws of [Ife,

Lile 's undar no circumstance easy. No one has ever considéred it o be as such.
Llfg is & constant struggle, where ence yow've dealt with ons probilam you lace another,
In life anything goes, you must only bear in mind that swvery decision has g
consaquenes and he only thing not possible is & second try. Life has but enly ona ruls,
and this rule is unbreakable, it is called time, Time decides whan lifa begins, when it
ends and it cannot be tempered with. Every decision taken ngw will forgvar change the
oucome of your lifg. So out of virtually infinlte decisions to choosea from, one must take a
nigh. Life ts all about risks and how every dacigion you niake can and will allscl ok only
yoU, Bt the people around you.

Teoday | sge rysolf and can only wonder aboutk the kind ol man I'm going 1o be.
When i was young, my tather was atudying at Medical School in Houston, TX. | would
see him once every 2 or 3 days. Whensver he came heme, you could see Hig eyas rad
because of Ihe exhaustlon ane hls rga v g0 to sleep, but he knew how much my
brodner and | wanted w2 spend time with hirm and spert as much time possible with us,
Wo did not have much money, beceuge my tather was still studying and got a paycheck
that could cover only our basic needs, sut despite thal, those wiare the best years of my
life.

{.He has changed a lot since those yaars. Since ihen | daciced that 1 wanted to oe
a doctor ke my old man. Every waskand | would go with im to see his patierts and on
occasions | would go with him and watch different surgical preceduras in tha Cparating
HAoom. Even a few morths back | 8l wanled to be a doctor, Bul one day | was thinking
about my career upporuniies zod compared different options that would obviously
change the outtome of my [z After ghing It a dagp thought | realizad thze | didn't want
fo be a doclor, | wanted (o be like my dad.

My falhar ig the mars wharmn | admizg the mast 2nd whe | would love ta groe Jp o
b like. He has worked sonstog for the 1ast B yeers since we arfved to Monterray atd
herora that when we livad i1 Houslon. He hiag o very exlensive profagsional practce, but
that is not what impresses me the most. What 1 Fnd most appealing is his ethical
backgmund. Parhaps his biggest quality is his 1evel of responsibility. Hea is a padiatrician
and khows that he must respond immediately to any call frem a patignt who is under the:
need of medical attention. He doesn'l have a daytime schadule beacause patients arrive
247, Ha works all day iong and ! hear hls pager inging freguently during nightiime.

YWherever | get a bad grade on a work at school, the first thing thal pops Inta my
head iz how |'ve let him down, | find it hard to believe that be ¢an speand all day and night
saving somecne's :ifte 50 he gan pay my fuiion, food and heusing, and | can't shedy
enpugh to get o good grade, | evar caty & note on my wallet that | use when ' deing
himawerk and daeclde 10 give up and iy 1o conlinue ar lsave il as it s, || says “he would
do it for you™, What this means is that if he had to ¢o at thiag all night far ma, he would
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